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Mexico Farmers Market Policies and Procedures

The mission of the Mexico Farmers Market (MFM) is to provide a retail outlet for local growers and producers to sell
their goods directly to consumers. The market strives to educate consumers on local farm products and practices,
promote the use of local products and serve the community through programming and activities.

Full-time members are defined as producers and/or vendors who have paid their annual fee and have voting
privileges. Daily vendors are defined as producers and/or vendors who pay per market and do not have voting
privileges.

A minimum of five (5) board members will be elected by majority vote at the end of each market year. The standard
positions are President, Secretary/Treasurer, Media Coordinator, Market Manager and Member at Large.

The MFM is open every Saturday from 9 am to 1 pm. The market will be held from April through October. Summer
heat hours will be 8 am to 12 pm. Weeknight markets and winter markets will be determined by Board Members.

The MFM is composed of local farmers and producers in Audrain County or within one of the adjoining counties
of Audrain (Boone, Callaway, Monroe, Montgomery, Pike, Ralls, Randolph). Farmers or producers who grow raw
agricultural products such as vegetables, fruits, flowers, plants, animal-based products such as meat, eggs, honey,
etc. may sell at the market. Vendors selling animal-based products or produce may be subject to a farm visit by Board
Members. The resale of produce or animal-based products from any source is not allowed at the MFM.

Direct sales and craft vendors may apply. Applications must be approved at least one week prior to selling. No
duplicate direct sale vendors are allowed.

If a vendor wants to bring baked goods to the Market, and if prepared in a kitchen not inspected by the Audrain County
Health Department, it must be labeled with the following:“This product is prepared in a kitchen that is not subject to
inspection by the Department of Health and Senior Services.” Vendors must be completely transparent about all
ingredients with value-added products and produce in accordance with state and local laws. Samples may be given to
a customer at the Market.

Vendors who are selling produce, animal-based, or value added products should review the Missouri Department of
Health Safety Website for specific requirements.

The Audrain County Health Department requires a Temporary Food Permit for any persons vending food to the public.

Food items prohibited by Cottage Law may not be sold at the Mexico Farmers Market. The following food items are
expressly prohibited at the Mexico Farmers Market - perishable baked goods, dairy food products, acidified foods,
canned foods & non fruit pies.

Egg vendors must have current license/s from the Missouri Department of Agriculture.

Review these Missouri Department of Health Safety Websites for specific requirements.

https://health.mo.gov/safety/foodsafety/pdf/FarmersMarketsBrochure.pdf
https://health.mo.gov/safety/foodsafety/pdf/JamsJelliesBakedGoodsBrochure.pdf
https://health.mo.gov/safety/foodsafety/pdf/SalsaAcidifiedFoodsBrochure.pdf
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Market Manager has the authority to enforce all MFM guidelines. If an issue arises with a vendor selling goods NOT in
accordance with the above guidelines the following procedure will apply.

1. Market manager will ask vendor to remove items in violation from their booth and not sell said item.
2. Upon the second violation per calendar year, market manager and at least 2 board members will ask vendor to

remove item from their booth and not sell said item. Warning will be issued that this is the last chance for
compliance.

3. Upon the third violation, the vendor will be asked to leave the market for the year. There will be no refunds of
fees given.

All vendors must complete and sign a Vendor Application and Agreement and pay associated fees at least
one week prior to market day attendance. Yearly member dues are $100. Daily vendors are $20 per day up to $100
maximum per year. Food trucks will pay $100 yearly dues or $20 daily fees. FFA and 4-H Youth may obtain a free
booth space to sell their agricultural products in accordance with their SAE or 4-H projects. If 4-H or FFA members
would like voting privileges a $50 yearly fee will be assessed. Booth spaces are approximately 10 X 10. If vendors
desire two spaces the fee shall be $150 per year. Producers may obtain a free daily space. If producers desire voting
privileges, a $100 yearly membership fee will be required. Additionally, one space shall be reserved for area
not-for-profit organizations to use on a weekly basis. All vendors must report to the Market Manager for space
assignments.

All producers and regular vendors need to notify the Market Manager of days not attending the market by Wednesday
prior to the market day. Super Saturday vendors need to notify the Market Manager one week in advance of
attendance. All vendors must arrive and be set up by 8:30 am. Vendors are responsible for making sure that
canopies, tents and umbrellas are safely secured. If a scale or measurement is being used to sell a product at the
Market, it must pass yearly inspection by the Missouri Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measure Division
Standards. All vendors must abide by all local, state and federal laws and regulations. Opening prayer will be at 8:50
and market will open at conclusion of said prayer.

Should a grievance arise regarding the actions, products, or prices of any other vendor, it should be brought to the
attention of the Market Manager for resolution that same day. Should the issue need to be brought to the Board, the
Market Manager shall ask the Board to settle the grievance. Each vendor may set their own prices with consideration
given to customer satisfaction and other market vendors. Price fixing will not be allowed. Any pre-orders placed with
vendors may be picked up at any time. All day of market sales shall occur once the opening prayer has concluded.
It is the responsibility of each vendor to maintain a clean, safe and healthful environment within their area.

Only service dogs are permitted within the market sales area. Service animal must wear appropriate vest and the
owner should be willing to display their license.

2024 Mexico Farmers Market Board Members
● Sonny Orth, President - 573-473-0057 - s_m_produce@yahoo.com
● Cleo Cockrell, Secretary/Treasurer - 573-592-9060 - cleo.forrest@att.net
● Susan Ransom, Market Manager - 573-239-9150 - smransom1122@gmail.com
● Melinda Bastian, Marketing Coordinator - 573-253-6104 - mexicopremiummeats@gmail.com
● Tanet Quamby, Member at Large - 573-220-1817 - tanet74@gmail.com
● Ray Eckler, Member at Large - 573-220-4621 - eckler06llc@gmail.com
● Darrell Taylor, Member at Large -

Mailing address:
Mexico Farmers Market, PO Box 804, Mexico, MO 65265

Website address: www.MexicoFarmersMarket.com
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